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almost wholly melted, they plant skamounar,; this
is what we call ‘‘ Turkey wheat '’ or ‘‘ Indian corn.”
Their manner of planting it is to make with the
finger, or with a little stick, separate holes in the
ground, and to drop into each one eight or nine
grains which they cover with the same soil that had
been taken out to make the hole. Their harvest is
made at the end of August.

It was in the midst of these Tribes, which are
considered the least rude of all our Savages, that I
served my Missionary apprenticeship. My chief
occupation was the study of their language; it is very
difficult to learn, especially when one has no other
masters than Savages. They have several sounds
which are uttered only by the throat, without making
any motion of the lips; ox, for instance, is of this
number, and that is why in writing we indicate it
by the figure 8, in order to distinguish it from other
letters. I spent part of the day in their cabins,
hearing them talk. I wasobliged to give the utmost
attention, in order to connect what they said, and
to conjecture its meaning; sometimes I caught it
exactly, but more often I was deceived,—because,
not being accustomed to the trick of their guttural
sounds, I repeated only half the word, and thereby
gave them cause for laughter.

At last, after five months of continual application,
I succeeded in understanding all their terms; but
that did not enable me to express myself to their
satisfaction. I had still much progress to make
before catching the form of expression and the
spirit of the language, which are entirely different
from the spirit and form of our European languages.
In order to shorten the time, and thus enable me



